THE ADAPTATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF STREET DANCE IN THE PHILIPPINES

Jerome B. Dimalanta, MSPE

May 2006

Abstract


The study was conducted to investigate the adaptation and development of street dance in the Philippine society. Learning more about its origin and role may contribute to our understanding of how dances evolve and how they can develop to their full potential. This paper sought to create a sense of contemporary history and relevant dance identity for Philippine street dance by showing various forces, both cultural, social and artistic, that shaped it into the dance that most are familiar with now. 


This research was ethnographic in nature and focused on select respondents from the street dance community. The study explored the subject with first-hand data gathering such as Focused Group Discussions (FGD), key informant interviews (KII) and field observation in gathering and interpreting data. Data as compiled from articles published in various scientific journals and magazines by individual researchers , as well as research institutions. Both online resources and offline resources were used to compile and analyze data.


Results showed that street dance is a cultural variation of hip hop dance from the United States. It was an outcome of the intermingling of Philippine dance culture with American dance culture. The factors that promoted this exchange were mass media ( television, radio, movies and the internet) and the Filipino American cultural link. Through the process of acculturation ( a phenomenon where changes occur between cultures as a result of their interaction with one another ) , American hip hop dance dance was borrowed, adapted, and developed to suit the local conditions, temperament and life style of Filipinos.


The acculturation of hip hop dance to street dance resulted in linguistic and socio-cultural changes. The linguistic changes were seen in the form of loan words ( in particular, words referring to steps or dance styles, specifically evident in the borrowing and use of the word “street dance”), the use of Filipino words ( particularly in performance cues) and linguistic preference ( the formally-trained group used more English hip hop words and the non-formal group preferred Filipino words.


The socio-cultural adaptations, on the other hand, involved the loss of hip hop's symbolic meaning ( the African American message became inapplicable), a change of function ( from a medium to express social message to becoming solely an entertainment tool), and a partial change of dance form ( some movements steps were dropped while others were added. The execution of the movements also varied substantially).


The development of dances in the Philippines parallels the history of our culture. Street dance has become a significant part of Philippine dance culture and will continue to play a pivotal role in its future. It will undoubtedly continue to change as it adapts to cultural dynamics and needs of Philippine society. Mass media and the Filipino American cultural links will continue to play a significant role in its promotion and dissemination. Street dance, with its inventive dance style and distinctively street culture, is a significant force in Philippine dance culture at present and will possibly prove to be much more in more years to come.
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